


Notes in
 th

e apps

CD Q
uality

 stre
aming

Start o
f c

olla
boratio

n with

J.B
. M

illo
t, p

hotographer o
f a

rtis
ts

Download 5.1: B
ach’s complete

organ works (A
eolus)

Hi-R
es catalogue: 12 albums

End of M
P3 download

CD Q
uality

 download

World
 fir

st:

CD quality
 stre

aming with
 Sonos

Firs
t fu

ndraising

Firs
t Q

obuzis
sim

e

Pedro Soler - 
Barla

nde

Founding of Q
obuz b

y Yves Riesel

and Alexandre Leforestie
r

Founded in 2007, Qobuz, a French 
commercial online music streaming and 
downloading service addresses the needs 

of curious and discerning music lovers across the 
globe. Complementing its unparalleled expertise 
in sound quality, Qobuz offers an exceptional 
range of music genres as well as exclusive 
editorial content independently curated by a 
team of experts. Content highlights include artist 
biographies, album critiques, playlists, reports, 
recommendations etc.

Qobuz offers subscription to a streaming service 
with genuine CD quality audio of more than 30 
million tracks from all repertoires and genres. 
Today, Qobuz has the largest catalogue of 24-Bit 
Hi-Res albums for downloading, and now offers 
the very first Hi-Res streaming subscription 
worldwide, called Sublime+.

Dedicated to its diverse range of content since 
the beginning:

• Qobuz is currently the only music service in 
Europe to have received the «Hi-Res Audio» 
certification from the prestigious Japan Audio 
Society. 

• Qobuz has over a hundred thousand digital 
booklets as well as thousands of artists’ 
biographies and albums, curated by an 
independent editorial team

• Qobuz features targeted editorial content: 
news from the world of music, artist 
interviews as well as suggested playlists from 
the editorial team and artists from different 
music genres

Did you know?
Qobuz was launched in September 2007,

Deezer in August 2007 and Spotify in 2008.

Qobuz is a high-quality streaming service 
targeted at real music lovers. Qobuz’s signature 
is its fundamentally different approach in 
the industry. This has been inculcated by its 
founders, people who are deeply rooted in 
music production and have a profound love for 
discography. Its French founders, Yves Riesel 
and Alexandre Leforestier have long been active 
in the field of music production, and both came 
together with the idea of sharing their personal 
love for discography through an Internet 
platform with like-minded people.

In those days, music was sold record by record, 
expensively, and on fragile formats. Then came 
the era of legal and illegal downloading, which 
consequently resulted in a decline in quality 
e.g. compressed sound, no booklets, missing 
documentation.

And then came streaming: born too soon to 
an old world, to paraphrase Erik Satie. The 
production and distribution methods changed 
radically. Even stored music may ultimately 
change in such a way that it no longer occupies 
the same place in an artist’s career as it does now.
Today, streaming unlocks all the treasures of 
an immense catalogue, with nothing besides 
algorithms and commercial promotions to assist 
users in making their choice. 
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Qobuz is
 10 years old
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Qobuz – Music streaming for 
curious and discerning

music lovers 

Qobuz is 10 years old

This is often unsatisfactory for music lovers 
because they lack clarity and contextualisation. 
The change that the music landscape is currently 
undergoing has its origin in the phenomenon of 
streaming and Qobuz has been a pioneer in this 
field since its foundation in 2007. 

The use of the MP3 format was adopted for 
streaming even though poorly compressed files 
dramatically degrade sound quality. However, 
it’s a concession that the music industry was 
prepared to make. Of course it leads to greater 
musical diversity but it also poses the risk 
of producing quick results and profits at the 
expense of artistic and technical quality.

For the creators of Qobuz, a passion for music 
meant going against the tide. Their determination 
to offer users exceptional sound quality was not 
based on an idle audiophile whim, but reflected a 
genuine commitment to respect the timbres, the 
dynamics and the message created by the artist 
and captured by the engineers.

Qobuz’s own vision of streaming was, as we 
see it today, ahead of its time: music streaming 
would be paid-for, expert recommendations 
from musicians should be included and new 
perspectives for sound quality should be 
developed. With this vision, Qobuz is no longer 
alone. But is it a business model that others 
share? We don’t think so.

We believe that  in terms of our service offering, 
Qobuz remains unique and will remain this way 
for a long time.

Denis Thébaud
CEO, Xandrie SA
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This is Qobuz!

Qobuz is a daily 
companion to its 
subscribers. Big and 
small stories of music, 
labels, artists

Independent spirit, 
openness, curiosity: that 
is the Qobuz style, an 
approach that respects 
its users

Did you know?
Qobuz supports the freedom of the user 

With Qobuz, subscribers can explore 

the catalogue in different ways: by 

label, by genre, by artist, by period, etc.

SearchDiscover My music

Play

Offline Library



For every album, Qobuz 
supplies exclusive 
documentation that traces 
its history and its place in 
the discography.

Rediscover the pleasure 
of leafing through 
liner notes. They are 
integrated into all the 
Qobuz applications, for 
millions of albums.

24-Bit - 96 kHz - stereo

It’s our passion for 
music that inspires us to 
defend great sound.
With Qobuz, sound 
quality is an integral 
part of all applications



Qobuz is compatible with the best audio-
connected devices and

the most prestigious brands 

Everything that makes Qobuz 

extraordinary, for the price of a very 

ordinary streaming subscription.

9 /month

99€

99/year

99€

PREMIUM

All of Qobuz
in 16-Bit 44.1 kHz FLAC,

the market’s subscription
of reference.

19 /month

99€

199/year

99€

HI -F I

Did you know?
Our team is made up of discographers. 

Day after day, they sift through our 

catalogue, bringing the past to life. They 

help our users unearth discoveries in all 

musical genres: Qobuz is a specialist in all 

specialities.

Qobuz streaming packages

©Jean-Baptiste Millot



All of Qobuz
in 16- Bit 44.1 kHz FLAC

And access to Hi-Res
download at a special price.

219/year

99€

Sublime

The best music subscription
in the world.

Stream all of Qobuz’s Hi-Res music.

In 24-Bit. Up to 192 kHz.

349/year

99€

Sublime

Qobuz streaming packages

+



Qobuz, brought to you by Xandrie SA
Centre d’activités de l’Ourcq

45, rue Delizy 93692 PANTIN CEDEX
Tél. : +331 48 10 55 55
Fax : +331 41 83 82 98

Fax. +331 41 83 82 98

www.qobuz.com
Public Relations: pr@qobuz.com

Xandrie SA with share capital of  € 6 676 548  -  NAF: 6312Z - RCS: 749 983 029 - Siret: 749983029300010 - VAT: FR52749983029


